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A Rakefet Grows in Queens 
All Day Seminar on Old and New  

Features of Rakefet Synagogue Software 
 

¨ Meet the Developer 
¨ Meet the Support Staff 
¨ Meet your Fellow Rakefet Users 
¨ Bring your Questions and Suggestions 
¨ When: Sunday, Nov. 16, 2003 
¨ Young Israel of Holliswood              
    86-25 Francis Lewis Blvd.   
¨ $150/person registration                     

~includes hot kosher lunch 
¨ Hotel accommodations nearby 
¨ RSVP before November 1st to:  
           Transparent Software 
           2639 N. Adoline 
           Fresno CA 93705 
           (559) 226-5147   e-mail: lise@rakefet.co m 
¨ Please let us know what topics you 

would be most interested in discuss-
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Some of you probably noticed that I have been missing around the office.  I know y'all missed me dearly, but I was on a 
serious, technical sabbatical journey known as “opera–leave.”   
 
For those of you who may not know, I am an aspiring operatic soprano and this past summer I had the opportunity to be 
a part of Utah Festival Opera’s Young Artist Program.  As a YAP artist (ahem, no cracks please… this is serious!), I per-
formed in Verdi’s Nabucco, Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, and Wizard of Oz, and the greatest musical ever written, Fiddler 
on the Roof.  I also had the opportunity to perform in several concerts and recitals, and went on tour with Fiddler on the 
Roof.  It was quite an exhausting, fun summer of long hours rehearsing, performing, and schmoozing.  In essence, the 
summer was a sort of opera boot camp.   However all things must come to an end.   I am happy to be back to my rou-
tine and back at my desk at Rakefet because being in Utah for an entire summer was very, very …  interesting.  I be-
lieve I was in a culture shock the first month I was in Utah.  Conveniences and liberties I took for granted were hard to 
come by.    
 
After acclimating and getting some time off, I had the chance to go hiking to Tony Grove and to White Pine Lake (where 
I saw a moose, possibly Bullwinkle on vacation), swim at Bear Lake which is known as the  "Caribbean of the Rockies," 
and in Salt Lake I, uncomfortably, toured Temple Square.   
 
But overall, some true highlights of my summer were meeting Sheldon Harnick, who with Jerry Bock created Fiddler on 
the Roof, and working with stage director Jacobo Kaufmann, who is the general director of the Jerusalem Center of Mu-
sical Theatre and The Jerusalem Opera.   
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1. Salt Lake is salty! 
2. Most “Temples” in Utah are not for Jews.  
3. Someone who introduces themselves as a “brother” isn’t related to anyone you know.   
4. There are “ex-Mormons” and they have their own we bsite. 
5. Good coffee is hard to find.  
6. Less than 3.2% alcohol!!??  (What’s that all abou t?!)  
7. A 2-hour summer blockbuster in California is an h our flick in Utah due to severe editing for public safety.   
8. Little orange flags are for those who jaywalk and  not for crazy singers to wave around at cars.  
9. Pioneer Day can be a very, very big deal.  
10. The Osmond Family is still really famous… And th ey have their own website too?! 
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_________                      ________                 __________ 
OOSME                           ESDTRE                  DRTTANOII 
 
__________                    _____                       __________________ 
TLSA KEAL                    THAU                       PROAE OOTB CPMA 
 
____________                 _______                   _____________________ 
EIPERON AYD                MELTEP                  RFDDILE NO HET FROO
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