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Version 4 Progress. Shofar, So Good!

We are very excited aboRiakefet v4 Melissa is currently testing a basic versiofit,oind | am feverishly work
ing to add the new features that we've plannea ékpect a beta version to be available in a feekeafter yoy
read this. If you are interested in trying theabegrsion, please be sure you are on our emailskstd a message
to rakefet@rakefet.com if you aren’t).

Although we never release detailed feature listereehe program comes out (this ensures that wi beeak any
promises!), | can tell you that the following wile among the improvements and new features in v4:

Support for graphics, tables, symbol insertion|dis] etc. in the Letter Writer. Many other Lett®€riter
improvements, too.

All reports and letters can be exported in HTMLnficior e-mailing and Web publishing.

All important windows (Database Detail, etc.) canrbsized or maximized; fonts are automaticallyistejd fon
window size and screen resolution to provide bestiability.

Major accounting improvements: account numbers lvélincreased to 6 digits and restricted funds lvattomg
equity accounts.

At last, mass replacement of area codes.

Event scheduling.

E-mail support.

Billing by class tuition.

Backup / Restore to hard drives, Zip drives, andR® (as well as diskettes).

Palm Pilot support.

Many improvements to various reports.

New data driver for improved reliability, perforn@m and data integrity.

We are aiming for version 4 to be released arobirdehd of the year, but...this is the softwarermss and there
are often unanticipated delays. | expect thatéowple of months there will be a version 4.x thittincorporate
bug fixes and additional features that we didn’hage to squeeze into the initial release.

Remember that version 4 and later will all be gengou on a CD-ROM unless you specifically tellthat you
need diskettes. And, of course, it is a full 32griogram and willhot work on Windows 3.1; you must haye
Windows 95 or better to use it.

As always, any changes to file formats and datagkample, expansion of account numbers) will beedauto-
matically when you install the new version. Wédjk sure to include detailed explanations of whiit lveippen
with the update.

I hope you will be as happy with what we've dond asn. | thank you all for your patience, and &skjust a
little more. | think you will be very pleased withe results of this year-long effort.

-Vic Rosenthal
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Dear Lise
Dear Lise, Only, it prints the detail information on
We have 432 families in the database.each account where there is a balance
‘ When | filter on Bulletin, there are 426 and ignores those with a O or credit bal-
families on the screen. How do | find ance. If you go to his account and check
. out whodoesn'thave the code for Bulle- his Balance Summary, you will see that
tin? this is true. If this is the result of an in
-Perplexed in Petaluma correctly allocated payment, you can fi
Visit us on the World Wide Web! | ___ ... -
Change your View to Families. Filter Dear Lise,
on Bulletin and then click on the headerl've just logged in all the Kol Nidre
‘e -"L ; of the tagging column to tag all 426 pledges. Some of the people have al-
: -T:\QT newsletter receivers. Then remove theready paid in full or in part. The presi
» '5 : filter, restoring the head count to 432.dent wants to know the total amount
b' - When you run a Short Phone List for pledged, as well as how much has come
d q ik Untaggedonly, you will see the six peo- in. Then he wants to know if we still
B C;) i ple who do not have the code. You canhave anything outstanding from last
" ‘1 b apply this principle, using mass tagging,year's Kol Nidre pledges. What's the
= - to see who has not pledged dues thibest way to do this?
year, bought an ad in the journal, etc. -Feeling Flush in Flushing
Please note that 7:00 a.m. in the Pacific|iS pear Lise, Dear Flushie,
10:00 a.m. on the East Coast. If you call After checking Outstanding Balances The Receivables by Account, Report
any earlier than that for technical support, Only, | printed Chronological_ State- _254, run from thg da_y you began to_Iog
we are asleep. Zzzzzzzz7777! ments and Baron Rothschild didn't getin the pledges will give you all that in-
) ) one. When | did the same thing with formation. The first column, Starting
Statements, Subtotal by Account, theBalance, tells you if there are any unpaid
Baron showed up owing $150 in this pledges from the previous year. The
.. year's dues. What gives? second column, Pledges, will tell you the
Rakefet Staff Trivia -Grumpy in Great Neck total amount pledged, and Payments will
tell you how much has been paid. If he
Dear Neckie, wants to see the information person by
How well (,jo you know the s.taf'f at Rakefet? | His Lordship has a $150 credit in someperson, run Receivables by Family, Re-
Guess which statement applies to Vic, Lise, or 88lil  5ccount.  When you print the chrono- port 262, for only Kol Nidre Pledges. It
Zol zion mit Mazel! logical statement his balance in one acwill break it down and give you the to-
count and his credit in the other canceltals at the end. )
1) Makes Challah. each other out. When you print Subtotal | e
2) Has four dogs. by Account and check Outstanding Y%ise :
3) Has a messy desk.
4) Has toys on desk. . .
) / . Saving in Rakefet
5) Volunteers at the No-Kill Feline Shelter.
6) Has Chanukah cards on desk from 1999. Many new Rakefet users ask us, “How do | saverfaration I've just entered?” The
. answer is, it's difficulinot to save your work in Rakefet. If you close thaaaw you've
7) Isan opera singer. been working on by clicking on the little red damrthe green OK, you've saved your
8) Is a Kosher Ham (radio operator). work. If you move to another file, either by trgdimg up or down or by using the Find
. button, you've saved your work. About the only wepy can lose it is by clicking on the
9) Worked as a seamstress on Kibbutz. X in the upper right hand corner, and even therkeRa will ask you, “Do you want to
10) Created Rakefet. close the window and lose your changes?”
Answers on page 3. Some people, wanting the psychological comfortlicking on something to save, click
Wz the Add button. This saves your previous traneactirue, but now the program is ex-
@ pecting you to do what you just told it you wera@mgpto do: Add a new transaction (or
N Code, or Account, or whatever) and it won't let yleave the screen. It keeps flashing,
10 Correct = Mazel tov! You're quite a shmoozer! “Account Required,” and won't let you leave theesam until you click Undo. If you are
logging in money to people’s accounts and you warsee what you've just typed appear
8-9 Correct = You call often and shmooze a bit. | in the Transaction List, just click your mouse e fist. You will see what you've en-
6-7 Correct = You call. but aren’t a shmoozer. tered take its place, you will see the resultshia ibalance summary, and then you |can
' click Find to move to another congregant’s account.
4-5 Correct = You call about once a month.
1-3 Correct = Oye gevald! "Lise




CheckMark Payroll Software
Price Increase:
Exclusive Price for Rakefet Users

For the past year, Transparent Software, Inc. beas a distributor of Chec
Mark Payroll Software, and has offered it to ouk&at Users for the list prig
of $199.

Recently we were informed by CheckMark Softwares. Ithat their Payro
Software’s price is going up from $199 to $249. eTirice increase will tak
effect October 1, 2000. To give our Rakefet cusimrthe best deal possib)
we will offer CheckMark Payroll at an exclusive geiof $199 till Decembg
31st, 2000. All the CheckMark Payroll programsgmased from us betweg
October and December will come with updated Taxl8&band CheckMar|
Software Technical Support for the entire 2001 ye&iter this date, Transpal
ent Software will sell the CheckMark Payroll Softeat the new price of $24

Have an error message?

Write it down before calling.
Our Tech Support Team will need
the exact message to better help you.

So if you have been sitting on the fence decidiog o handle your payrol
this would be the time to buy the CheckMark Pay8uftware. Not only wil
you get a great payroll program which can interfaith Rakefet; but, you wil
also get it below the current list price, with @01 Tax Tables, and Ched
Mark Software Technical Support for the entire 2Q@4ar. Interested? Wa
information and a demo? It's as easy as a call, F&E-mail to our office.

-Melissa

“Can | speak with Vic?”

& (
) "+

If you don’t know who Vic is, he’s the developer Rékefet .

CHECK ﬁ MARK

S0 FTWARBRE M C.

Most folks seem quite upset if they call at a twteen he i

unavailable and aren't allowed to speak to hima&deunder
stand it's nothing personal. It is just that betwélee hours of
8:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, Pacific Time, Vic is wikble. All other times dur
ing the day and night, you can reach him.

The reason he’s unavailable is because he is ppusgramming, and develo
ing Rakefet upgrades for you. If he isn’t allowéahe, daily, to work on th
upgrades and new features many of you have wistiedHere would be n
Rakefet.

So please take to heart when calling for Vic aadsm’'t available, that any
the Tech Support team can help you with your Ralaiestions and needs.
fact, you might be happier in the long run that gpoke with one of the Teq
Support team, rather than to him. (Some of you aleady know this).

We all know he’s quite the popular guy. Not onlhisa software writer, a fan
ily man, and active in his shul, but he leads aivasocial life as a Delphi Pr
gramming Club member and as an avid reader of @aty-magazine. All tha

Did you know there are over 630
Rakefet Users world wide?

popularity can wear hard on a person. Poor guys leSuch demand!
Oye, ifyouonly .

-Melissa
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Do you need Version 4 on disk?




~Senator Joe Lieberman in Fresno~

We are frequently asked, with varying degrees afedulity, some
form of the question, “Synagogue software--in Fe2i This indi-
cates to me a preconception about Fresno whidb &,certain extent,
correct. Fresno boasts (in order of size) a Refemple, a Conserva-
tive congregation, a Reconstructionist Havurah andhabad house.
It does not, however, have a single kosher restausad indeed for

several years there was no source at all for kosteat. Thus it
was, when the folks at Cal State University, Freseoe notified
that they were not getting the promised lunchtirsit from Al
Gore but instead from his running mate, and cdudy real quick
hustle him up a bite to eat, | got a somewhat paaianvitation
to expand my role in Transparent Software from retinlgy to
catering. Despite my support for Ralph Nader, lsowid | refuse
to feed a Jew a home-cooked meal, especially wiaemabk spent
close to an hour standing in the famous Fresno eBer
weather (102 degrees)? In return for my effortaffsd shells,
green salad, a loaf of whole-wheat challah, oatmrasin cookies
and two bottles of mango Snapple), | got to meetsénator and
shake his hand for ten seconds. Recipes for Shellerman and
whole wheat challah available on request.

-Lise
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